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Our Final Message From President Beckler
I would like to thank all the NCA members for allowing me to lead the organization for
the past two years. They go by amazingly fast! As you know, the NCA organization is
a special one. Probably what I value most (besides all the friendships made) is the
willingness of members to share honest, helpful, relevant information to better manage
our Show Caves AND the countless hours of volunteer work done by our committee
chairs, directors and officers. It would take too much space to list everyone, but to get
an idea of who is participating, simply read Cave Talk. Hats off go to all who have
contributed to allow monthly publications. Keep up submitting new material!
Managing a show cave is challenging on many levels and there are constant new
variables that complicate our lives, including: the state of the local economy, the
weather, insurance, alpha radiation, WNS, wage and tax changes, new technologies
such as lighting, digital photography, alternative power. You get the idea; the list goes
on and on. I feel the NCA has done a solid job of providing solutions for some of these,
including an insurance program that every member should consider being a part of and
development of an alpha radiation program based on cave specific BMPs for providing
ALARA-based OSHA recognized industry standards. We also have provided tools for
managing caves with the advent of WNS, including new updated WNS poster &
brochure and a new Economic Impact Survey that will be highlighted at convention.
The NCA has sent representatives to past annual National WNS Symposiums and is a
member of the National WNS Stakeholders Committee to provide a voice for
commercial cave owners. We will continue to monitor and update our membership on
WNS.
When we meet together at convention, the membership will have made a choice on
how to manage our alpha radiation program. Regardless of the decision that our
membership makes, I will stress the importance of maintaining your training and
binder. We developed a quality program and think of it as an insurance policy to be
kept up to date. Also, the NCA is here to serve you, so let the leadership know how
much help you would like in the future to keep up with your BMPs and binder. Do you
want future workshops at convention, or more information on our website?
This brings me to the heart of what I am hearing from our membership, to be more of a
“Trade Organization” that helps our members in managing and growing their Show
Cave business. I hear multiple requests similar to this: “yes, WNS and alpha radiation
are important and the NCA should continue to keep on top of those issues, but I wish
the NCA would spend more time helping me do a better job of selling, marketing,
promoting, training, displaying, buying, showcasing, innovating, and developing various
aspect of my show cave (or associated business like zip-lines, lodging or 4-D
theaters).” I hear requests to do a better job of networking the knowledge which exists
both within and outside our membership. This is an area I would like to see our
organization expand further. We already have fantastic conventions with open honest
dialog, cracker barrels, workshops, invited speakers, the all-important site visits to see

first-hand how others run their business. But let’s not stop there; what about the time between conventions? If you have not yet done
so, one great ongoing opportunity is to meet fellow NCA buyers and even attend a NCA cracker barrel at the Smoky Mountain/IGES gift
shows in early November. Soon you will see a new NCA website that will promote show caves to the world with a different approach.
But a website is never done, it always needs to evolve – so let us know how to keep improving it to meet your needs.
Of course none of this is possible without our Executive Director. I would like to thank Bob Holt for doing a fine job in his first year of
this newly created position that is essential for the future success of the NCA.
I will continue to serve this organization in the future and look forward to seeing everyone in Missouri!
KMF (KEEP MOVING FORWARD)!

Greg Beckler

Marengo Cave Celebrates 130th Anniversary
September 6, 1883
Early afternoon
130 years ago Blanche & Orris Hiestand discovered the Marengo Cave . 15year-old Blanche Hiestand, a cook at Marengo Academy, overheard some of
the schoolboys making plans to explore a deep sinkhole located near the
school.
Blanche decided to beat them to it! She excitedly ran home after work and
recruited her eleven-year-old brother, Orris. They grabbed some candles and
snuck out of the house.
Blanche and Orris quickly hiked up the hill past the cemetery by the church.
They found the sinkhole, surrounded by a grove of trees, and climbed to the
bottom.
Cool air steamed out of the small opening. Lighting their candles, the pair
peered inside. Ignoring the darkness and the mud, Blanche squeezed into
the hole. Soon she called up to Orris, "Come on in!"
Together Blanche and Orris crawled down the steep, slippery slope. They
found themselves in a large chamber that appeared to continue in several
directions. They heard water falling and saw formations in the distance.

Gordon & Judy Smith are all dressed up in period clothing
to celebrate the 130th Anniversary of Marengo Cave.

Though awed by the beauty of their discovery, their flickering candles caused
their courage to ebb. The pair decided to turn back. The slimy, cold mud
made climbing out much harder.

Blanche and Orris safely reached the top. The late summer sun felt good on their skin as the two siblings, now covered with m ud,
headed home. The original land owner was notified of the cave’s discovery a few days later and the cave was immediately opened to
the public for tours.
Marengo Cave celebrated their 130th Anniversary on September 7, 2013 and guests were treated to cupcakes. Congratulations to
Gordon & Judy and everyone at Marengo Cave.

Are Your Bags Packed?
Convention Time Is Here!
Nearly 120 of your NCA family members will be arriving at the
Lake of the Ozarks, the site of the 2013 Convention. We certainly
hope you are one of them!
Rumor has it that some of the most experienced marketers from
the caving industry past will be making an appearance at this
year’s convention. Some you have not seen for decades. Also
some lifelong show cave owners and members whom you have
never met before. Any guess as to who we are describing?
CAVE LIGHTING…Little known fact…With the laws changing that
will eliminate incandescent flood lights, a lot of cave owners may
be switching to more expensive LEDs. But there is a loophole that
allows for specialty lights to still be sold and manufactured in the
US. Halogen floods are considered specialty and will be available
for the foreseeable future and are much less expensive than
LEDs.
th

65 years to the day. On Wednesday October 16 the NCA
convention will be visiting Bridal Cave on the same date it opened
to the public 65 years to the day. Rumor has it that the first
customer refused to pay the $1.25 admission and stated, “You are
going to go broke charging those kind of prices!” Sure glad he was
wrong about that one.

See You In Missouri

This early view from 1952 shows just how close to Lake of the Ozarks Bridal Cave really is.

Cumberland Caverns Featured On
NBC Nightly News
On Saturday September 14, Cumberland Caverns
was featured on the NBC Nightly News with Lester
Holt. A crew from NBC Universal spent two days
filming at the cave which featured Teddy Jones being
interviewed by reporter Kevin Tibbles. The segment
was to capture the success of the Bluegrass
Underground performances.
Check this link to see the report on YouTube
http://youtu.be/tCyYmDTPFag
(Left) Teddy Jones stands behind the film crew from NBC
Universal. (Below) Live from The Volcano Room in
Cumberland Caverns where Bluegrass Underground is
held.

BRING YOUR OLD PHOTOS TO CONVENTION!!
The History Committee is planning a program at Convention. We hope to record some of you about times past. Put your thinking caps
on! You may have a story to tell. All this is part of the planning for our 50th Anniversary in 2015. WE NEED YOUR HELP PLEASE! We
want to have a video for the big celebration and your old photographs from conventions past or photographs of the people who once
represented your cave for inclusion in a commemorative book. We know there is "Stuff" out there... We just need you to bring it to us.
Steve Rawlings stever@mercercaverns.com
Bob Holt
bob@cavern.com
History Committee

WNS Report
Research
Researchers Daniel Lindner and Andrew Minnis of the U.S. Forest Services Center for Forest Mycology found that the WNS fungus has
no close genetic relatives in North America, adding to the evidence that it is an invasive species.
th
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The 6 Annual WNS Workshop was held from September 3 to 6 in Boise, Idaho. The abstracts are posted at
http//www.whitenosesyndrome.org/white-nose-syndrome-symposia. The link page has a note that the USFWS is still working on
revising the cave advisory and is now considering turning it into an Interagency BMP Guide that would include guidance for private and
commercial landowners as well. I have heard of no updates from the stakeholders committee regarding this.
Greg Beckler did a great job at updating the information on the WNS poster and brochure recently. Caves should have received an
updated copy earlier this month. If you have not received it, you can contact your Regional Director or email me
(caveperl@yahoo.com).

Patty Perlaky
WNS Chair

Nominating Committee Report
The Nominating Committee would like to submit the following names for consideration at the Annual Meeting of the National Caves
th
Association dated October 17 , 2013. The Nominating Committee is comprised of 2 Directors, 2 At-large members, and 1 member of
the Executive Committee. Officers and Directors are placed into service for a period of 2 years and voted upon at the Annual Meeting
of the NCA.
Respectfully Submitted,

Eric Evan
Nominating Committee Chair
Officers
President
Vice President
Past President
Sec/Treas

Steve Rawlings
Patty Perlaky
Greg Beckler
Bob Holt

Directors
Region 1
Region 2
Region 3
Region 4
Region 5

Rob Arey
Rho Lansden
Claudia Yundt
Dennis Boyer
Tom Hagen

Region 6 Matt Doyle
Region 7 Aaron Ginn
Region 8 Ed Mayfield
Region 9 TBD
Director At-Large Steve Runkle

Online Cave Trivia
Caves are giant holes that run horizontally underground. Holes that plunge vertically are called potholes. The most spectacular caves,
called caverns, are found in limestone. Acid rainwater trickles through cracks in the rock and wears away huge cavities. The world’s
largest known single cave is the Sarawak Chamber in Gunung Mulu in Sarawak, Malaysia. The deepest cave gallery yet found is the
Pierre St Martin system, 800 m down in the French Pyrenees. Caverns can be subterranean palaces filled with glistening pillars. The
longest cave system is the Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, USA, which is 560 km long. Many caverns contain fantastic deposits called
speleothems. They are made mainly from calcium carbonate deposited by water trickling through the cave. Stalactites are icicle-like
speleothems that hang from cave ceilings. Stalagmites poke upwards from the floor. The world’s longest stalactite is 6.2 m long. It is in
the Poll an Ionain in County Clare, Ireland. The world’s tallest column is the Flying Dragon Pillar in the Nine Dragons Cave, Guizhou,
China.

Happy Halloween
Lincoln Caverns Celebrates 30th

Lincoln Caverns
GHOSTS & GOBLINS 30th ANNIVERSARY EDITION!
Pennsylvania's Most Unique Haunted House, Trail & NEW HAUNTED HAYRIDE!

In the CAVE…Through THE Woods &
ON THE WAGON!
Our 30th Anniversary brings a new tour & new surprises creating a
memorable experience for first time and repeat visitors alike,
including the ALL NEW Haunted Hayride!
Three Unique Experiences for the Price of One!

National Cave and Karst Research Institute
Dear Friends,
The Pecos Valley Grotto and National Cave and Karst Research Institute (NCKRI) will be hosting the Fall 2013 Board of Governors
meeting of the National Speleological Society (NSS) at NCKRI Headquarters, Carlsbad, New Mexico, on 9 November 2013. The
meeting will immediately follow the National Cave and Karst Management Symposium (NCKMS), which will follow the Board meeting of
the Cave Research Foundation. A lot of things are happening in Carlsbad in early November!
Advance registration for the NSS meeting is requested. You are welcome to register when you arrive (but it will be at a slightly higher
price) but it will help tremendously in our planning if you pre-register so we can be sure to have enough, food, drink, and space for you.
For
the
registration
form
and
other
details,
go
to
the
NSS
Southwestern
Region’s
Activities
page:
http://www.caves.org/region/swr/activities.html. You’ll also find links there to the NCKMS and other happenings.
Important!!!
During the past two years, oil and gas production has greatly increased in the Carlsbad area. Although two new major hotels have
opened during that time and more are being built, 95-97% of all hotels rooms in Carlsbad are filling every day. The NSS registration
form has options for you to stay for free at local cavers’ homes. Space in beds, on floors, and in yards for camping is limited and filling
up so register ASAP. If you plan to stay in a hotel, make your reservations as soon as possible. People who arrive in Carlsbad without
reservations often do not find rooms or pay very high prices. The registration form has hotel information to help you.
Lastly, the registration form has information on caving trips, parties, a unique caver scavenger hunt, and other things to do while you’re
in town. So come for NCKMS and stay a little longer for the NSS meeting. If you haven’t been to one before, this is a great chance to
meet with the leaders of the NSS and give them your thoughts on what is going great with the NSS and what needs improvement. That
is the reason the NSS Board meetings travel around the country. I know they look forward to meeting and hearing from you.
Please share this message with anyone you think may be interested.

George Veni
Executive Director

From Deep Down in the Archives Timeline 1961

Rosie Weaver, Lyman Riley & Jack Herschend at Cumberland Caverns, TN

Mark Your Calendar!


















NCA Convention 2013, Host: Bridal Cave, Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri, October 13 - 18, 2013
National Cave and Karst Management Symposium (NCKMS), Carlsbad, New Mexico, November 4 - 8, 2013
IGES/SSS 2013, Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, November 5 - 9, 2013
IAAPA 2013, Orlando, Florida, November 18 - 22, 2013
Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2014, Tucson, Arizona, February 1 - 16, 2014
NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, March 3 - 5, 2014
NSS Convention 2014, NSS Headquarters, Huntsville, Alabama, July 14 - 18, 2014
NCA Convention 2014, Host: Cave of the Winds, Colorado Springs, Colorado, September 22 - 26, 2014
International Show Caves Association Congress 2014, Jenolan Caves, New South Wales, Australia, November 2 - 8, 2014
IGES/SSS 2014, Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, November 4 - 8, 2014
IAAPA 2014, Orlando, Florida, November 17 - 21, 2014
Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2015, Tucson, Arizona, January 31 - February 15, 2015
NSS Convention 2015, Waynesville, Missouri, August ? 2015
th
NCA Convention 2015, (50 Anniversary) Host: Cave of the Mounds, Blue Mounds, Wisconsin, (Dates to be Determined)
IGES/SSS 2015, Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, November 3 - 7, 2015
IAAPA 2015, Orlando, Florida, November 16 - 20, 2015
NSS Convention 2016, Ely, Nevada, July 17 - 23, 2016

Got News?
Please make sure you let Bob Holt know when you have news to share with the membership regarding you and your cave. It is the goal
of the NCA office to produce more issues of Cave Talk and this can only happen when you help with the sharing of your news. Please
send your articles, photographs to bob@cavern.com.

November 2013 Cave Talk Deadline
Please have all articles to Bob Holt no later than October 15. Thank you!

